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STATE PARLIAMENTARY LIBERAL PARTY — ALBANY CONFERENCE 
Statement 

HON DR STEVE THOMAS (South West) [5.31 pm]: I would like to take this opportunity to pass on my thanks 
to the community of Albany for its hospitality last week. The state Parliamentary Liberal Party took itself down to 
Albany for its annual summer conference, where some of that time was spend on internal discussion. The 
community of Albany was incredibly welcoming of all members of Parliament from the state opposition. The state 
opposition took great advantage of that and spread about throughout the community to learn more about the great 
southern and the town of Albany. There were some great examples of this. There was a focus on learning more 
about that lovely part of the world that I am privileged to represent. We sent Hon Jim Chown, for example, to the 
Shire of Plantagenet to the talk about tourism and regional infrastructure. Hon Tjorn Sibma went to look at the 
Great Southern Highway and the issues that relate to that. I know that Hon Simon O’Brien is a passionate advocate 
of motorsports and he looked at that. Hon Donna Faragher visited the local TAFE. Hon Nick Goiran spoke to 
a number of community groups. Hon Michael Mischin and I spoke to groups about Albany’s main street industry 
and development, particularly on the foreshore. Although he has been called away on urgent parliamentary 
business, Hon Ken Baston visited the major agricultural industries in the great southern. 

The Liberal Party spent some fantastic time meeting and talking to the Albany community. In particular, the 
Leader of the Opposition, as would be appropriate, met with the Mayor of the City of Albany; and the shadow 
Treasurer met with the Albany Chamber of Commerce and Industry to make sure that the Liberal Party was 
exposed to those issues down there on the south coast and around Albany. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: It’s just a courtesy anyway. 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: It is just a courtesy. Members would have thought that would have been a really 
obvious reason to take the conference out of the metropolitan area and into a region. I would have thought that 
would have been the first thing a political party would have planned. It would have tried to fit its various party 
machinations—let us call it that, for want of a better word—around that consultation with the community. It is 
immensely important. It is a wonderful area of the south coast where there is potential for massive growth. The 
future growth will be fantastic. Imagine my surprise when I realised that although we were down there last week 
for our conference, we were not the only political party there. The state Parliamentary Labor Party also gathered 
en masse in Albany in the same week. I thought that would be a problem because I thought that the Labor Party 
and the Liberal Party would be in fierce competition over the same week trying to get access to the various 
community groups and we would be fighting our way through. I even suggested to a couple of members on the 
other side—I will not name them for fear of embarrassment—that we might end up at the same cafe at a breakout 
lunch at some point. That was always a possibility with both parties in the same town in the same week. Luckily for 
the state Parliamentary Liberal Party, we did not have to worry because only the state Parliamentary Liberal Party 
bothered to go out and meet with the community. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hansard cannot hear what Hon Dr Steve Thomas is saying and neither can I, so please 
listen to him in silence. 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: Thank you, Madam President. I thought that there would be a little competition and 
I was a little surprised to find that there was none. In fact, we have commented on this recently. We took whatever 
opportunity was presented. Members on the other side might be surprised to realise that there was a joint 
Denmark Chamber of Commerce and Albany Chamber of Commerce sundowner—what is called the business 
after hours. I am not sure whether anyone is aware that that exists. Those business after hours events are a really 
good way to get to know local businesses. Eleven MPs from the state Parliamentary Liberal Party met with over 
100 local business leaders and businesspeople from Albany and Denmark, which was an excellent outing. 
I allowed only the first 10 people who asked to come along. I turned Liberal members away because I did not want 
to flood that organisation, of which I am a member, with MPs. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: What day was it? 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: It was a Thursday. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! People need to listen actively. I am not seeing that being demonstrated right now. 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: Thank you, Madam President. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Minister! 
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Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: Eleven members of the state Parliamentary Liberal Party attended that event. In fact, 
the federal member, the member for O’Connor, Rick Wilson, was there as well, so we were well represented. 
I thought that we would be again in competition, but, unfortunately, I do not think anyone from the Labor Party 
was aware that it was going on. I was particularly interested in this because we made some comments in the media 
in Albany that we were very surprised that the Labor Party did not take the opportunity to get to know the locals. 
A response was given by the Office of the Premier as follows — 

However, a spokesperson for the State Government — 

That could be anybody — 

said last week’s visit by Mr McGowan and many of his Ministers was not for a regional community 
Cabinet meeting. “There were no formalities held such as a Town Hall event which would normally 
facilitate briefings from local council, business or community organisations,” … 

I would have thought that was an acknowledgment that they did not talk to the locals and that it was an immensely 
wasted opportunity. I do not understand why a conference would be held in a regional area without anyone talking 
to the people in the area they were going to. It makes absolutely no sense. 

The member for Albany, the current Speaker of the place that shall not be named, must be furious. I consider 
Hon Peter Watson to be a friend, despite his being on the other side. Hon Peter Watson, the Speaker, must be 
beside himself because 24 members of the Liberal Party turned up and dispersed throughout the community. How 
many members of the Parliamentary Liberal Party went to the conference? There are 50-something members, are 
there not? Twice as many members turn up and there is absolute silence. The Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
and member for Albany must be absolutely devastated that the Labor Party had no interest in engaging with that 
local community. I can only say that I am glad that you guys went first so that the Liberal Party could come along 
and pick up the pieces. 

House adjourned at 5.39 pm 

__________ 
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